
 

 

Clovis Municipal Schools Bicycle Safety Policy & Procedures 

A bicycle is not a toy.  It is a vehicle!  Head injuries are the most serious injury type and 
the most common cause of death among bicyclists.  More than half of all bicyclist deaths 
occur among school age youth (ages 5-17). Clovis Municipal Schools emphasizes the 
following bicycle safety tips for parents and students (extracted from: Prevent Bicycle Accidents flyer 
produced by the U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration): 

  
o All students riding bicycles should wear an approved bike helmet.  An 

approved helmet has a sticker inside, certifying that the helmet meets 
standards of the Snell Memorial Foundation and/or the American 
National Standards Institute. 

o To help ensure that the helmet is worn every time the student rides, let 
the student help pick out the helmet.  If the parent is a rider, s/he should also 
wear a helmet to set a good example.  Parents should also encourage their 
child‘s friends to wear helmets. 

o Make certain that the bike is the right size for the student, is safely 
maintained, and has reflectors. 

o Students under age nine should not ride their bikes in the street.  They are not 
able to identify and adjust to the many dangerous traffic situations.  When 
available, ride in designated bicycle lanes. 

o Teach students always to stop and look left, right, and left again, before 
entering the road.  This is a good pedestrian safety practice, too, for crossing 
the street. 

o If a bicyclist rides in the road, the cyclist must obey traffic laws that apply to 
motor vehicle operators.  Instruct students on the bicycle rules of the road.  
Bicyclists should ride single file on the right side and signal their intentions to 
other road users. 

o Never allow students to ride at night or with audio headphones.  Stress the 
need to ride alert since many drivers do not see or acknowledge riders. 
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